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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


First the bad news. Our presenter for this 
month's meeting has cancelled. So as | write 
this, we have no program at this time. The 
good news is that we will come up with 
something, so you are all in for a surprise. 


WE WILL KEEP THE MEETING LOCATION 
AS PLANNED, THE SONOMA PD EOC. 


We will be putting up a station at Sonoma 
Skypark airport this Sunday. Anyone that's 
wants to help or operate HF, is welcome. 
Show up time, around 8:30 am. 


Things are pretty slow on the HF bands as 
most of the DXpeditions have packed it in. 


Lucky for me, | was able to work most of them 
before my rotator quit rotating. Hopefully by 
the next meeting, it will be replaced with a new 
Yaesu G800. 


| noticed the the AA6GV repeater has had 
some problems, although it worked fine today. 
If it happens to go out for the Monday ACS net, 
listen on the input frequency, 146.805 Mhz. | 
think we can hear everyone. 


Looks like Joan, W6WXU, is up for the Wed. 
night net. 


We still need net control operators for May, 
June and July. Remember that the net script is 
on our website. 


Looks like amateur radio worldwide may get a 
secondary allocation at 472-479 kHz, notice 
that's kilo hertz. Take a look at the US 


February 2012 


Amateur Radio band plan at 
http://Awww.arrl.org/band-plan-1 and you can 
see that we get quite a broad spectrum. The 
top is above 275 GHz, that's Giga, meaning 
thousand Mega hertz. There has to be some 
place in there for everyone to find a spot. 
Hope to hear you somewhere. 


—73 Jim KEBUUW 


CONTEST CALENDAR 


Feb 18-19 
Apr 20-22 


Minutes of January Meeting 

The meeting was called to order by the 
Honorable Vice President, Ed Jacobson, W1EJ 
at 7:40 PM on January 18, 2012. 


Introductions There were 12 members in 
attendance. Members in attendance were, 
KD6FIL (Dave), KG6N (Frank), NJ6E (Stan), 
KF6FZM (Dick), WB6TMH (Mike), W1EJ (Ed), 
KI6QIQ (Scott), KEKLL (Alan), N7PIB (San), 
N6KM (Ken), WD6BOR (Darrel), KA2QQO 
(Declan) 


Approval of Minutes: There were no minutes 
from the December Christmas party. 


Vice President: Nothing to announce. 


Secretary: We have some forms to fill out to 
use the Sonoma Development Facility and 
need to get an insurance certificate submitted. 


We have not started the paper work for field 
day. Where do we want to have it? 


Treasurer: No report. 


Dues for next year are due. 
Radio Officer: WB6TMH, no news. 


ACS: March 10 will be an ACS event. More 
information to follow. It will include use of GPS, 
Mobile Radio Units and Message handling. 


Website: It looks good. If anyone sees 
anything that needs to be changed let Jim of 
Eileen know. 


Old Business 


The tour of KRE Radio museum was really 
good and thanks to K6KLL for setting it up. 


There is a Hamfest in Palm Springs on January 
28" if anyone is interested in attending. 


We have not received a VE session for this 
year. WB6TMS has several tests a month and 
it was suggested that we put a link on the 
website to Dale’s schedule. 


The next Young Eagles Event will be February 
12, weather permitting. 


N6P will be in August. Ken has requested the 
call sign. We can work on the other details next 
spring. It might be worth a scouting trip to 
evaluate antenna locations. There is the 
possibility to operate at KPH or the Lifesaving 
Station. The Point Arena Lighthouse is a very 
nice location to operate. It is run by a private 
foundation and has houses to rent on the site. 


February’s meeting is scheduled to be a 
presentation by Allen Lord, AF6OF, from Napa, 
CA. Allen does development work for Byonics, 
maker of the Tiny Trak APRS trackers, so he 
will fill us in on the latest information on those 
and other items being made by Byonics. Come 
to the meeting and enjoy getting the inside 
information on those great Byonics products. 


Upcoming meeting options were a Swap Night 
sometime. 


New Business 


Hamfest scheduling is starting up. Advertising 
will be going in to QST this month. Others are 
CQ Eham and QRZ. It was suggested that we 


put something on Craigslist any VHF nets that 
people can log onto and the 40 meter swap 
net. Do we still have an email list of area clubs 
that we can send a flyer to? It was suggested 
that we offer free breakfasts to vendors to 
register by a certain date. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PMish 


The program tonight is about the Do It Yourself 
movement. The ARRL has a video on the topic 
and members brought in various projects to 
show. 


—Dave KD6FIL 


Some interesting radio history 
—submitted by Ken N6KM 


Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the 
many things that we take for granted actually 
came into being! It all started with a woman's 
suggestion! 


Seems like cars have always had radios, but 
they didn't. Here's the true story: 


One evening, in 1929, two young men named 
William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their 
girlfriends to a lookout point high above the 
Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois , to 
watch the sunset. It was a romantic night to be 
sure, but one of the women observed that it 
would be even nicer if they could listen to 
music in the car. 


Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men 
had tinkered with radios (Lear had served as a 
radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World 
War |) and it wasn't long before they were 
taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to 
work in a car. But it wasn't as easy as it 
sounds: automobiles have ignition switches, 
generators, spark plugs, and other electrical 
equipment that generate noisy static 
interference, making it nearly impossible to 
listen to the radio when the engine was 
running. 


SIGNING ON 


One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and 
eliminated each source of electrical 
interference. When they finally got their radio to 
work, they took it to a radio convention in 
Chicago . There they met Paul Galvin, owner 


of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made 
a product called a "battery eliminator" a device 
that allowed battery-powered radios to run on 
household AC current. But as more homes 
were wired for electricity, more radio 
manufacturers made AC-powered radios. 
Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. 
When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio 
convention, he found it. He believed that mass- 
produced, affordable car radios had the 
potential to become a huge business. 


Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's 
factory, and when they perfected their first 
radio, they installed it in his Studebaker. Then 
Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a 
loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he 
had his men install a radio in the banker's 
Packard. Good idea, but it didn't work -- Half an 
hour after the installation, the banker's Packard 
caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.) 
Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker 
nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the 
radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers 
Association convention. Too broke to afford a 
booth, he parked the car outside the 
convention hall and cranked up the radio so 
that passing conventioneers could hear it. That 
idea worked -- He got enough orders to put the 
radio into production. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME 


That first production model was called the 
5171. Galvin decided he needed to come up 
with something a little catchier. In those days 
many companies in the phonograph and radio 
businesses used the suffix "ola" for their names 
-- Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three 
of the biggest. Galvin decided to do the same 
thing, and since his radio was intended for use 
in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the 
Motorola. 


But even with the name change, the radio still 
had problems: 


When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost 
about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you 
could buy a brand-new car for $650, and the 
country was sliding into the Great Depression. 
(By that measure, a radio for a new car would 
cost about $3,000 today.) In 1930 it took two 
men several days to put in a car radio -- The 


dashboard had to be taken apart so that the 
receiver and a single speaker could be 
installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to 
install the antenna. These early radios ran on 
their own batteries, not on the car battery, so 
holes had to be cut into the floorboard to 
accommodate them. The installation manual 
had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of 
instructions. 


HIT THE ROAD 


Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 
percent of the price of a brand-new car 
wouldn't have been easy in the best of times, 
let alone during the Great Depression -- Galvin 
lost money in 1930 and struggled for a couple 
of years after that. But things picked up in 1933 
when Ford began offering Motorola's pre- 
installed at the factory. In 1934 they got 
another boost when Galvin struck a deal with 
B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell and install 
them in its chain of tire stores. 


By then the price of the radio, installation 
included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola 
car radio was off and running. (The name of 
the company would be officially changed from 
Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947) In 
the meantime, Galvin continued to develop 
new uses for car radios. In 1936, the same 
year that it introduced push-button tuning, it 
also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a 
standard car radio that was factory preset toa 
single frequency to pick up police broadcasts. 
In 1940 he developed with the first handheld 
two-way radio -- The Handie-Talkie -- for the U. 
S. Army. 


A lot of the communications technologies that 
we take for granted today were born in 
Motorola labs in the years that followed World 
War Il. In 1947 they came out with the first 
television to sell under $200. In 1956 the 
company introduced the world's first pager; in 
1969 it supplied the radio and television 
equipment that was used to televise Neil 
Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it 
invented the world's first handheld cellular 
phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest 
cell phone manufacturer in the world -- And it 
all started with the car radio. 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 


The two men who installed the first radio in 
Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and William 
Lear, ended up taking very different paths in 
life. Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 
1950's he helped change the automobile 
experience again when he developed the first 
automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and 
unreliable generators. The invention lead to 
such luxuries as power windows, power seats, 
and,eventually, air-conditioning. 


Lear also continued inventing. He holds more 
than 150 patents. Remember eight-track tape 
players? Lear invented that. But what he's 
really famous for are his contributions to the 
field of aviation. He invented radio direction 
finders for planes, aided in the invention of the 
autopilot, designed the first fully automatic 
aircraft landing system, and in 1963 introduced 
his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, 
the world's first mass-produced, affordable 
business jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped 
out of school after the eighth grade.) 


Amateur Radio Finally Jumps on the 
Maker Bandwagon 


—Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


Over three years ago, | wrote that amateur 
radio should do more to associate itself with 
the Maker, or "do it yourself" (DIY) movement 
(www.kb6nu.com/lets-get-on-the-maker- 
bandwagon’). Well, it finally looks like it is 
going to do just that. 


Just before the first of the year, the ARRL 
unveiled its DIY campaign 
(www.arrl.org/news/arrl-launches-new-diy- 
campaign). The most visible part of the 
campaign is a video 
(www.youtube.com/ARRLHQ), but there are 
also some other bits, including: 


e a flier to be handed out to interested 
persons, 

e buttons that say "Ask Why | DIY with Ham 
Radio,” and 

e a PowerPoint presentation and speaker's 
notes that you can use to give a 
presentation to an amateur radio club or 
other non-ham group. 


These items are available from the ARRL 
website, www.arrl.org/DIY. 


CQ magazine is also jumping on the 
bandwagon. They recently annnounced that 
they will run a quarterly "Maker" column, 
written by Matt Stultz, KB3TAN. Stultz is the 
founder of HackPittsburgh, a "hackerspace" or 
community workshop for makers in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He has been a ham since 2009 
and has integrated amateur radio into many of 
HackPittsburgh’s activities. 


When he's not "making" things, Dan, KB6NU, 
teaches ham radio classes and works a lot of 
CW. You can contact him about some of the 
things you're making by e-mailing 


cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 


SOME VINTAGE 
HAM GEAR ON 
DISPLAY 

AT THE 
CALIFORNIA 
HISTORICAL 
RADIO 
MUSEUM 


NEW RULES FOR 60 METERS 


On November 18, the FCC released a Report 
and Order (R&O), defining new rules for the 60 
meter (5 MHz) band. These rules are in 
response to a Petition for Rulemaking (PRM) 
filed by the ARRL more than five years ago 
and a June 2010 Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NPRM). In the February 3 edition 
of the Federal Register, the FCC announced 
that these new rules will go into effect at 12:01 
AM (EST) on March 5, 2012. 


In summarizing the new rules, the FCC 
explained that the new rules amend the current 
rules to facilitate more efficient and effective 
use by the Amateur Radio Service of five 
channels in the 5330.5-5406.4 kHz band (the 
60 meter band): “Specifically, and consistent 


with our proposals in the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in this proceeding, the 
Commission replaces one of the channels with 
a less encumbered one, increases the 
maximum authorized power amateur stations 
may transmit in this band and authorizes 
amateur stations to transmit three additional 
emission designators. The Commission also 
adopts an additional operational rule that 
prohibits the use of automatically controlled 
digital stations and makes editorial revisions to 
the relevant portions of the Table of Frequency 
Allocations and our service rules.” 


The Amateur Radio Service in the United 
States has a secondary allocation on 60 
meters. Only those amateurs who hold 
General, Advanced or Amateur Extra class 
licenses may operate on this band. Amateur 
stations must not cause harmful interference to 
-- and must accept interference from -- stations 
authorized by any administration in the fixed 
service, as well as mobile (except aeronautical 
mobile) stations authorized by the 
administrations of other countries. (From the 
ARRL newsletter) 


BE ASTAR 


If you've ever wanted a way to show the world 
how exciting Amateur Radio can be, here's 
your chance: The ARRL is sponsoring its 
Second Annual Video Contest! Here's a 
chance to put that video camera to use: Shoot 
a ham radio-related video and send it our way. 
All videos must be postmarked by February 29, 
2012. Burn your video to a CD or DVD using 
the appropriate software and mail it to ARRL 
Video Contest, 225 Main St, Newington, CT 
06111. Do not attempt to send it via e-mail, as 
our e-mail system cannot accommodate large 
files. (From ARRL newsletter) 


SK: Astronaut Janice Voss, KC5BTK 


NASA astronaut Janice Voss, KC5BTK, of 
Houston, Texas, passed away on February 7 
from cancer. She was 55. One of only six 
women who have flown in space five times, 
Voss' career was highlighted by her work and 
dedication to scientific payloads and 
exploration. Voss participated in making ham 
radio contacts from space via the Space 


Shuttle Amateur Radio Experiment (SAREX), 
the precursor to the Amateur Radio on the 
International Space Station (ARISS) program. 
(From ARRL Newsletter) 


ARMY MARS RESUMES USE OF 
WINLINK 2000 


According to Government Liaison forArmy 
MARS Pudge Forrester, AAA9GL, Lieutenant 
General Susan Lawrence has reversed the 
decision to phase out the use of the Winlink 
2000 global radio e-mail system by Army 
MARS members. General Lawrence stated 
that the Army -- after reviewing its capabilities - 
- had decided that the continued use of Winlink 
2000 was a valuable asset to Army MARS 
members and to the agencies that were using 
the service. She issued a statement to that 
effect on December 21, 2011. On January 5, 
2012, the Chief of Army MARS officially 
notified his membership that the phase out 
notice had been rescinded. Army MARS 
members and agencies who had been using 
the service hailed the decision by General 
Lawrence and resumed use of Winlink 2000. 
(From ARRL newsletter) 


SOME ITEMS 
BUILT BY 
FRANK JONES 
(W6AJF) 

ON DISPLAY 
AT THE 
CALIFORNIA 
HISTORICAL 
RADIO 
MUSEUM 


2012 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


EILEEN 


| KG6QNT 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


APRIL 


MARTY 


KI6RTP 


MAY 


JUNE 


GEORGE 


K6ITE 


JULY 


CRAIG 


KF6QZP 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


SAM 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


DICK 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


MIKE 


WD6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 


2012 VOMARC 


Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


ED 


| WIEJ 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


JOAN 


W6W XU 


APRIL 


DAVE 


KG6FIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


N6KM 


SEPTEMBER 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


WB6TMH 


DECEMBER 


WD6BOR 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 16 EDITION 2 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEJUW — President, Training Officer 
Ed Jacobson W1EJ — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KIGEDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 

Joel Nadler, NN6J — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2"? St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WED, FEBRUARY 15, AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC, 175 1°" 
ST WEST, SONOMA AT 7:30PM 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2012 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


